In the pre-Chloramphenicol years it did not matter very much whether or not typhoid was recognized at the earliest possible time because treatment was symptomatic only. Now it has become of utmost importance to obtain, if possible, a diagnosis during the first few days of disease so that treatment, which may be life-saving, can be started without delay. We have found that it is possible to make a diagonsis earlier than is generally believed. It has to be stated again, and your contributors letter proves nothing to contradict the fact that early recognition of typhoid through laboratory methods is obtainable. We are confident that our results will soon be confirmed by other workers. We hope to be able to report on a further series of cases in the near future.
